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PEARL HARBOR.
i The History of its Acqui-
sition.

ITS LOCATION, APPEAR.
ANCE AND OTHER
| CHARACTFRISTICS,

An Unorthodox View bya
Studen .

(Continue )

THE BAST AND MIDDLE LOCHS.

What hus been said of the
West Loch in the way of géneral
desecription applies with equal
fidelity, save for some unimport-
ant details, to the East and Mid=
dle Lochs, Raturning tov thoe
entrance and rounding the point
of the peninsult to the north-
ward (looking out for a shoal
that makes out from that body of
land and greatly redoces the
width and hampers the navigation
of the channel leading to the two
Liochs last named), we encounter,
at the head of the channel; the
lurge picturesque island of Moku-
umeume or Ford's Island, as it is
locally ealled, from the family
name of two generations of own-
ars. Arrived at that point, &
vista of rure beanty is opened on
sither side of the leland extend-
ing, on either bLand, abont two
and a half miles across the waters
of the lagoon variegated by the
verdant shores of peninsula, isl-
and and mainland, with the state-
ly background of Konahuanui
mountaing msing bovond and
nbove the whole,

Tke main course of the channel
we aro naviguting continues in a
substantially nerthern direction,
leaving Ford’s Island on the enst,
while a channel much narrower
‘and shallower, but which expands
to a widths of half a mile before
the Island is passed, divides the
Island from the muinland on the
enst, and opens into the East
Loeh, the most considerable in
gize of this remarkable group of
water ways. This larger body is
also renched from the main chan-
nel, by passing to the westward of
and betweon Ford's Island and
the Pearl City Peninsula, so-
oulled, which protrudes from the
northern mainland to the south-
ward, about a mile and a half,
and forms the barrier botween the
Eust and Middle Loghs. The
former comprises fully three
square miles of water, and lies
chiefly to the northward, though
partially to the enstward of I'ord's
Island; bounded north and east
by the mainland, and west by the
Pearl City Peninsula. It is com-
pletely land-locked, but is open
to the trade winds and storms
whieh occasionally sweep over the
Konahuanui mountains, and ren-
der 1t at times extremely hazard-
oug navigation by small crafts,
The depth of water from the en-
trance into this Loch by the main
channel (excopt for projecting
bars and shoals which will yield
to dredging operation,) is uniform
at 7 to 16 fythomgs, but this depth
holds good in only & small” pro-
portion of the Loch proper, near
the west ehanuel, The eastern
portion of the Loch shows but
6,06 and 4 fathoms, und toward
the mainland at the north the
shoaling process continues until
a depth of but one fathom pro-
vaiis, over & mud botfom, with
outeropping ridges of lava roek,

The Middlé Loch is the lenst
considerable in the group, in
polut’ of navigable area, though
in superficialarea it ontranks West
Toch. From the point of passing
| the strait where Beckoning Point

ron that first deseribed protrudes
nerthward toward the foot of

V{ Pearl City Peninsula (in which

[ strait 7 fathoms of water is found)
the waters of Middle Loch shoal so
rapidly as to be scarcely naviga-
ble by the smallest sailing
craft throughout two-thirds of its

{ length of nearly two miles, This
| portion of the Ingoon ia less inter-
esting as well from a scenio
standpoint. A ehort distance its
shores sink from a height of
nbout six feet (at which altitude
| they were plenteously covered
w.th the inevitable algeroba) to
!n series of marshes too low for
reven rice cuiture. The green
rice fields, succeeded by the ris
ing grounds and bloff, beyond
with the mountain background
relieving the monotony of muddy
water and wet marshes, ren-
der the whole by no means unin-
spiring.

AVAILABILITY FOR NAvar Purroses.

Lt has beecome the costom  with
all who have developed either
moteriul or sentimentul interests
in promoting the acquisition of
Pearl MHarbor by the United
States, to unreasonably extol the
supposed benefils lo Uucle Sam
of such neqaisition and to des-
eribe this body of water as the
one thing needfnl to completo the
naval supremacy of the United
States in the Pacific. The pre-
sen writer will not deny that the
Pearl River Lochs, if open to the
navigation of the American naval
vessels, would constitute a most
convenient and commodious har-
bor; but in even these respects,
the Harbor has been and is vastly
overrated, Supposingthe outside
entrance (of which more anon)
to be cleared and rendered navi-
gable for the ships, there would
be considerable dredging [of sand
bars, and blasting of rocky ridge
in the inner Harbor required in
order to its safe navigation; while
the area of deep water in the Liochs
especially the East and Middle
Lochs, will be seen from the
foregoing, to be much less than
is generally supposed and written
abont, 1t is a very easy, and
somewhat sonorous declaration to
make, that the navies of the world
might ride at anchor in a given
body of water,-and Pear]l Harbor
hud not been forgotten when that
phrase was going around. And
while it is quite true that all the
national vessels of the United
States could ‘be at anchorage
berths in this Harbor, it is equal-
ly true that, without a most ex-
tensive and oostly system of
dredging, the Harbor could not
be made available for nnything
like naval navigation, as I under-
stand the word navigation, The
deep water of Pearl Harbor is
confined almost exclusively to the
narrow channels above deseribed,
Where they extend into lakelike
proportions the water immediately
gliouls to a degree that makes
naval navigation impossible. The
channels holding the deep water
are lovely and the great depth of
water at the banks would bean
great convenience in the matler
of docking, but they are too nar-
row to permit a modern erniger
to  turn around within their
shores, even by the backing and
tacking process, to say nothing of
turning at one swesp. Therefore,
if it be only an anchorage ground
for his ships, of which Unecle S8am
is in gearch, iccan be found in
Pearl Harbor (after the matter
of the entrange shall have bLoen
adjusted),-but if a manmuveriog
ground and protected body of
navigable watsr is the object of
the search, Pearl Harbor will not
and eannot fill the bill, at Least
not without the expendituve of
enormous and indefinito sums in
dredging out the main bodies of
the Liochs.

Tue Harvor's DEyENSIBILITY,

Aunother reason advanced in

lhwor- of the acquisition of the
Marbor is that it is so secure as
to remove, or exclude all fears of
ite being tampered with by a hos-
tile Power in time of war, It
seems strange that anyone of
intelligence can be found to ad-
vance that view, when the facts
and the logic of the situation are
80 completely on the other side of
the question. It is the most ob-
vious of facts that, if the United
States were onoce established in
Pearl Harbor. she would be at
the constant risk of losing it in
case of war with any power, un-
less her nayval contingent in these
waters should be go strengthened
a8 to bid defianre to the strong-
est power that conld he sent
against har, In order fo hold
the Harbor, she must be able to
repel ull intruders. This she
might do by a system of mines
[ planted in the entrance, but such
| an expedient «would suspend the
navigability of the entrance, even
by her own vessels, and render it
vialusless either us a refuge for
fleeing merchantmen, or us a
gource from whence to launeh her
naval enterprises against the
enemy. In short, the Harbor
could he hermetieally sealad by a
blockading squadron, and not
only its usefulness as a rectuiling
and repairing station entirely
neutrelized, but the vessels within
its ghores would be practically
removed from the navy list while
such blockde should continune, 1t
will thus be seen that the posses-
sion of this Harbor (and in a
much greater degree of the whole
group of Islands infense the heresy
of Annexation should gather fores
sufficient to bringabout that end),
would be a source of positive
weakness, instend of strength to
the Union. The properly once
acquired, it would have to be
utilized at tremendous expense;
and it would have to be defended
at all hazards~-a proposition in.
volving the making of the Ame-
rican naval power snpreme in the
Puacifie; and this means, in these
days of rapid stenm communica~
tion, making 1t supreme upon
every sea,

The American pablic yeed no
reminder that the cry for naval
expenditure and an increase in
the number and efliciency of ships
comes chiefly from the officers of
the Navy and their friends and

relatives, who wish for more
vessels to cowmmand, with the
consequent  opportunities  for

rapid promotion. The ofticers of
that branch of the service are
restive under condition which
(in the words of Lient, Staunton,
in his article. ‘A Modern Battle
Ship In Action,”) render “a good
“digestion by far the most valuable
qualification for attaining the
rank of Rear Admiral” while
they are playing the “waiting”
game now agsentiul to promotion
in the Navy where, (still quoting
from the Jingo Lieutenant), “'the
indolent and indifferent share
honors equally with the ardent
and enthusiastic.” They want
more opéning for promotion, and
they see those opportnnities in
the increase of the navy., Such
incroase can best and most easily
be compassed by persnading the
people of the United States that
the necessities of their commerco
or political prestige demand pro-
teotion here, a floot there, and a
group of Islands yonder, None
bettor than naval officers know
that the possession of the Ha-
waiinn Islands, for instance, wounld
in reulity prove u source of weak-
ness rather than of strongth to
the Union, by rendering it
gssontial that sullicient naval
force be always maintained in
these seas, to ropel any attack
fron soy combination of naval
powers likely or possible to be
brought agaiost th( Americans in
time of war. This tould ouly be
done at fabulous expense,—some-

. —_ - - — e
thing which, perhaps, the
American partiotism would Dbe

oqual to, as a menns of protecting
the integrity of its territory, but
which can most conveniently be
avoided by resisting the tempta-
tions of the Jingo party to aequire
territory so far from their sea
coast, which might, hy any
possibility, and very soon, require |
sudh expensive sacrifice in order |
to its protection.

When, therefore, you ses nu[
article or an argument in fuvor of |
either the annexation of the Ha- |
waiian Islands, or the acquisition |
of Pearl Harbor fora naval station
it is safe to assume it has |
emanated from some Jingo nuval
officer; and all that such officers
say in favor of either project is
prima facie a plen for their own
promotion, and unrelinble both in
fact and theory.

The fortificatien of Pearl
Harbor has been dissussed, and
such project has been ndvanced as
an argnment to prove that it
could ba so defended from hostile
attack. But a study of the con-
ditions there existing will con-
vince any reasonable man that
fortifications safficienc to repel
the attack of & modern naval
power are itnpracticable: and that
even if found feasible, they could
be constructed only at a cost
entirely out of proportion to the
advantages to be  gained
here by.

To begin with, there is no
eligible site for a fort within
modern cannon shot of the en-
trunce to the Harbor. The land,
for many miles’ radivs, varies in
altitede from one foot to eight
feot above high water. and mi“l
in a locality where the meanrise
and full of the tide is but one
foot, seven inches, Though the
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outer and inner reefs should be
covered with fortifications the
most formidable permitted by the
gituation, yet nothing strong
thun stone and coment could be
opposed to the hostile guns of an
enemy, and how long would the
most perfect construction of such
materinls, when placed as a fair
target for such guns, be left
ntaet ¥ The same resull woutd
follow the comstruction of
so-called forts on the land com-
manding the entrance. In order
to command the approach of a
hostile fleet, such cdifices must
tliemselves be exposed to the fire
of that fleet; and, in the utter
absence of anything in the way of
natnral defensive strength in the
position, who so sanguine ms to
hope or believe in the eflicacy of
mere masonrp, when opposed to
the steel of modern ordunce ?

As above intimated, the land in

the vicinity lies very low, for pur-
poses of defense, This remark
applies equally to those within
the harbor, whether Island or |
peninsala, There is absojutely
no suggestion of a nntural strong- ‘
bold in the situation. And this
fact would not only renderimprac-
teiabla the efticient fortification |
of the entranco, but, granting, for

|
I

\

the sake of the argument,
that the entrance ecould be
secured, there is nothing to

oppose the shelling of the 1nner
works by the long . range
guns now in vogue on naval ves-
sels. A war vessel, lving end on
to a fort at a distance) of seyeral I!
miles, may prosent n very swmall | li
target to the fort,—so small as
to avoid mishap to the ship,
while being nble herself to «ffec-
tively attack not only the fort,
but nlso to throw destructive
missiles past the fort and into
the naval yard (sopposing one to
oxist) Dbeyond. And such, it
seems to your correspondent,
would be the condition of things,
even in the event of the entrance
to Penrl Harbor being elfectively
fortified; such course might,
(though I donot believe 1t would)
wevant the uctunl entry of a
ogbile ervalt, but could not pro-
tect toe naval works whioh might
be constructed in the lagoon
proper.

(1 e conlinued.)
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Conntless numbers of CHALRS, in every ﬂt‘ylu, including OFFICE

Gront Assortment of WOVEN WIRE MATTRESSIS
Moss, Wool and Btraw Mattresses on hand
LIVE GEESE FEATHERS and BILK FLOSS for Pillows,

and be convineed—a trial is solicited,

ORDWAY & PORTER,

Robinson Block, Hotel St., between Fort and Nuunanu,

Have Just Received, yer Late Anivals, the Largest Stock of FUR

NITURE Ever Imported to this Country, Comprising

Handsome Carved

Hedroom Sets

In Solid Oalk. axd of the LATES? DESIGNS,

SPECIAL ATTENTION IS CALLED TO THESE SETS:

WICK ER WARE,

Beautiful Dexigns of Wicker Ware, consisting of
CHAIRS, ROCKERS, ete., you can got these in any
FINISH you desire.

CEHAIRS,
andd HIGH CHAIRS.
EBEXTEITSIOIN TABILLES,

Vo have had a number of calls for these Tables, with CHAIRS to
mateh.  We have now in stook the most

BEAUTIFUL DINING ROOM FURNITURE

EVER BEEN HERE.

Sideboards -:- and -:- Chiffoniers

EFIDIVANS, <3

Divans covered with PORTIERS are becoming quite the rage in

luce of LOUNGES—wo manufacture
wge stock of PORTIERS to select from,

no-ls-BEDDING-“"“

thom to order, and have

Spring, Huir,
and made to order,

ORIBS, OCRADLES, sto.
WINDOW SHADES of all colors and sizes.
CORNIOE POLES, in wood or brass trimmings,

R EPAIRIING.

Mattresses, Lounges and all Upholstered Furnituye repuired a

reasonable rates,

CABINET MAKIN@G, in alljits branches, by Competant Workmen.
MATTING LAID and Interior Decorating under the HSuperyision of
My, GEORGE ORDWAY,

Our Goods are First Olass, and our prices ave the lowest  Come

Bell 626, TELEPHONES: M ulum'-ﬁ-lﬁ.




